Del Rey Oaks Community Workshop
Public Comment Summary

February 5, 2019

INTRODUCTION

The Transportation Agency for Monterey County (TAMC), in partnership with the City of Del
Rey Oaks, hosted a public workshop on February 5, 2019 to present the Fort Ord Regional Trail
and Greenway (FORTAG) concept to Del Rey Oaks community members and gather initial
feedback on the trail’s preliminary conceptual designs through the City of Del Rey Oaks. This
workshop marks one of the first public consultations for the Del Rey Oaks connection of
FORTAG, and the community will continue to have opportunities to provide feedback on the
alignment and design options as the project develops and during the environmental review.

The public workshop was held at Del Rey Oaks City Hall, and approximately 30 people were in
attendance. Attendance included the Mayor, four City Council members, three Planning
Commissioners, and residents of Angelus Way, Carlton Drive, and beyond. Prior to the meeting,
the project team mailed event postcards to all residents of Angelus Way, and to residents of
Carlton Drive along the proposed project’s extent. The meeting was also publicized through
Del Rey Oaks email lists and on various social media platforms.

Figure 1: City Manager Dino Pick welcomes attendees to the commuhity meeting

The Workshop kicked off with a welcome by City Manager Dino Pick. Then, Fred Watson,
FORTAG co-founder, presented an overview of FORTAG, including the values and vision of the
proposed trail and the proposed regional alignment. Jeff Knowles, Alta Planning + Design,
introduced the Del Rey Oaks connection of the FORTAG trail and some initial designs for the



Carton Drive and Angelus Way segments. Rich Deal (TAMC) and City Manager Pick facilitated a
group conversation for initial questions. After the group conversation, attendees walked
around the room and participated in smaller group discussions at different stations. The
stations included:

e Station 1: Project Goals & Overview. Discuss the history, vision, and benefits of a
continuous FORTAG system with one of its founders.

e Station 2: Carlton Drive & Frog Pond. Review alignment, design options, and provide
input on Highway 218 crossing and pocket park opportunity.

e Station 3 & 4: Angelus Way. Discuss trade-offs and preferences (what do you like and
do not like about each option).

At the end of the workshop, attendees were invited to submit comment cards to provide
additional feedback. Comment cards can be viewed in Appendix A. This document serves to
summarize the public comments received by the project team during the Community
Workshop. The primary goals of the summary are to:

¢ Document the major categories of comments identifying key community needs,
priorities, and concerns regarding the FORTAG alignment and design.

e Outline the project’s next steps and future opportunities for public engagement.

¢ Include scanned comment cards and feedback heard at the Del Rey Oaks Community
Workshop.

Figure 2: Workshop attendees visited open house-style stations

PUBLIC INPUT

A number of adjacent landowners in attendance, particularly residents of Angelus Way
expressed concerns, and in some cases opposition, to the FORTAG alignment along Angelus
Way. Other attendees expressed excitement about the vision of FORTAG, and the benefits the
trail would bring to their community. The following list consolidates the themes of the feedback
heard:

Neighborhood Character




A number of residents of Angelus Way and surrounding roads expressed that Angelus Way and
the neighboring parks are already easily accessible on foot and by bike. Many thought the
proposed multi-use path concept on Angelus Way was unnecessary given the low volume of
vehicle traffic, and would create too many negative impacts, including loss of parking, potential
difficulty backing out of driveways, and relocation of mailboxes and trash cans.

A reoccurring statement from residents of Angelus Way who were opposed to the FORTAG
alignment noted that they do not want the calm, secluded and quiet nature of street to change.
As one resident wrote, “My street is semi-private and quiet, and | want to keep it that way.”
One resident pointed out that she valued being able to view different wildlife outside of her
home, and was concerned that the presence of a trail would change that.

Liability for Private Property Owners

The houses on the creek side of Angelus Way have driveways that bridge the existing creek.
Some adjoining landowners feared for young people’s safety or that they will be subject to
additional liability in the event youth (or other trail users) fall into the creek on their property.

Property Value

Some adjoining landowners expressed concern that having the trail alignment close to or near
to their property will lower their property values.

Enhanced Community Connections

A number of workshop attendees and Del Rey Oaks residents expressed excitement that the
project would connect beloved destinations within the city. Attendees expressed that they
thought this trail would improve quality of life for themselves and their families.

Resident Parking

Residents on Carlton and Angelus Way expressed concerns over the project design and
parking for residents. One attendee on Carlton Way expressed that she would like the design
to restore parking on both sides of Carlton Drive, as it was before the current street redesign.
Residents near Angelus Way noted that visitors already use parking on Angelus Way on the
weekends to access Del Rey Oaks Park. Some were concerned that the alignment through
Angelus Way would prevent them or their friends and family from being able to park on the
street, as they have done for many years.

Outsiders and Unwanted Behavior

Some adjoining landowners feared that putting the trail alignment on their street would bring
outsiders, and unwanted behavior, such as drug use and crime, closer to their homes. As one
resident said, the proposed alignment would be like “rolling out a red carpet” to invite people
experiencing homelessness and unwanted behavior they currently see near Laguna Grande to
their street.

Project History and Process

Overall, some of the attendees were skeptical of city involvement in the process, remarking
that the City had known about the alignment for many years, but had not conveyed the City’s
involvement or alignment to local residents. Attendees were concerned about when and if
decisions affecting their street had already been made.

Alignment Ideas

Workshop attendees had ideas for different alignments than those proposed at the workshop
that they asked the project team to study. These alignments included:



Hwy 218: Some attendees were in favor of installing and separated walking and biking
path along Highway 218. Nearby residents noted that have seen an increase in vehicle
traffic in recent years and would like projects to include traffic calming elements, such
as speed humps and roundabouts.

Plumas Ave: Some attendees were interested in having the Plumas Ave alignment
continue for the length of the street, taking advantage of the existing easement next to
the powerlines.

Angelus Way: Between the two alternatives, residents overwhelmingly preferred the
design that had the least change to the current condition. A couple of workshop
attendees noted that the section of Angelus Way along the creek erodes in the winter,
and inquired if this issue will be addressed through the trail design. Residents asked the
design team to explore fencing options.

NEXT STEPS

TAMC and Alta will host an outdoor public engagement event at Del Rey Oaks in the
Spring. Additional outreach will be conducted throughout the project area, through
Fall 2019. Locations for further outreach will include CSU Monterey Bay, the
Monterey Peninsula Recreational Trail, and the City of Marina.



APPENDIX A

Comment cards and written feedback
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